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Neighbourhood	Context/History	
	
The	land	that	Ruskin	Street	is	now	located	on	was	originally	part	of	Nepean	
Township.		Settlement	in	the	township	was	slow	to	develop	with	much	of	the	land	in	
the	early	1800s	being	granted	to	well-connected,	often	Loyalist,	absentee	
landowners	and	speculators.			
	
The	first	tentative	attempts	at	settlement	in	the	area	occurred	around	1812-14,	for	
the	most	part	along	the	Rideau	River	and	what	later	became	the	Richmond	Road.		
Still	most	of	the	area	remained	unsettled	and	undeveloped	until	1826,	when	the	
land	grant	system	was	abolished	for	all	but	ex-soldiers	and	Loyalists	and	a	system	of	
land	sales	established.	
	
By	the	later	19th	century	several	farms	had	been	developed	south	of	the	Richmond	
Road	(now	Wellington	and	Richmond	Roads	from	roughly	Preston	Avenue	west).	
According	to	Bruce	Elliott	farm	valuations	in	this	area	were	among	the	highest	in	
Nepean	Township	and	reflect	the	relative	prosperity	of	farmers	with	good	access	to	
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Richmond	Road	and	thus	markets	in	Ottawa	and	elsewhere.1		Maplelawn	(529	
Richmond	Road)	and	the	William	T.	Aylen	house	(635	Richmond	Road)	are	
examples	of	the	kind	of	wealth	some	farmers	achieved	in	the	mid-19th	century	from	
their	land	just	west	of	the	then	Ottawa	core.	
	
The	boundaries	of	the	new	City	of	Ottawa	were	established	in	1855	at	Gladstone	
Avenue	on	the	south	and	Booth	Street	on	the	west	along	with	a	portion	of	Lebreton	
Flats.		It	was	believed	that	this	area	would	meet	the	needs	of	city	growth	for	decades	
but	very	quickly	that	was	proved	wrong.	As	early	as	1857	the	Rochester	family	was	
offering	lots	for	sale	on	the	edge	of	their	farm	(roughly	Rochester	Street).		A	scheme	
to	macadamize	Richmond	Road	west	of	Ottawa	in	the	1850s	also	led	to	some	
development	such	as	the	building	of	Judge	Armstrong’s	Richmond	Lodge	at	35	
Armstrong	Street.		Further	west	development	was	less	concentrated	and	farming	
remained	the	main	activity.			
	
The	Central	Experimental	Farm	was	created	in	1886	when	the	Government	of	
Canada	began	purchasing	188	hectares	of	land	from	14	different	sellers	–	an	
indication	of	the	complicated	nature	of	land	holdings	in	Nepean	Township	dating	
back	to	the	original	land	grants.		Much	of	the	land	was	acquired	from	pioneer	
lumberman	J.R.	Booth,	but	other	large	blocks	of	land	were	purchased	from	area	
landowners.	2	The	Experimental	Farm	effectively	marked	the	south	boundary	of	
potential	development	for	the	growing	city	for	many	years	but	it	was	only	one	of	
several	factors	in	shaping	residential	housing	patterns	south	and	west	of	the	city	
core	in	the	early	20th	century.		
	
Along	Richmond	Road	three	distinct	nodes	of	new	settlement	developed	at	
Britannia	Beach,	Westboro	and	just	west	of	the	old	boundary	of	the	city	at	Booth	
Street.		This	expansion	was	fuelled	by	railway	construction	and	the	extension	of	
streetcar	lines	south	and	west	beyond	the	old	1855	Ottawa	city	limits.		Three	rail	
lines	really	defined	the	geography	of	Ottawa’s	westward	expansion,	and	continue	to	
influence	the	spatial	layout	of	communities	such	as	the	Civic	Hospital	area	to	this	
day.		The	Bytown	and	Prescott,	later	St.	Lawrence	and	Ottawa,	Railway’s	route	
																																																								
1	Bruce	Elliott,	The	City	Beyond:	a	History	of	Nepean,	Birthplace	of	Canada’s	Capital,	
1792-1990	(Ottawa:	City	of	Nepean,	1991)	pp.42-47.	
2	A	good	general	history	of	the	farm	and	the	research	and	demonstration	programs	
it	supported	can	be	found	in	T.H.	Anstey,	One	Hundred	Harvests:	Research	Branch	
Agriculture	Canada	1886-1986	(Ottawa:	Agriculture	Canada,	1986)	especially	
chapters	1	and	2.	The	first	Director	of	the	Experimental	Farm	program,	Dr.	William	
Saunders,	suggested	that	a	major	attraction	of	the	site	was	the	that	the	soil	was	
more	or	less	“virgin,”	and	because	it	never	been	cropped	it	was	ideal	for	tests	of	
fertilizers,	crop	varietals	and	other	scientific	experiments.		Further	proof	of	the	
relatively	undeveloped	nature	of	farms	in	the	area	is	the	fact	that	the	new	
Experimental	Farm	had	to	be	cleared	of	about	four	to	five	thousand	stumps	and	
considerable	second	growth,	as	well	as	needing	fencing,	drainage	and	other	
improvements.	
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travelled	south	from	what	is	now	the	west	end	of	downtown	Ottawa	past	Dow’s	
Lake.		This	is	the	railway	right	of	way	now	used	by	the	O-Train.		The	line	defined	an	
eastern	boundary	for	the	new	suburban	neighbourhoods	that	developed	in	the	late	
19th	century,	south	and	west	of	the	original	city	limits.			
	
The	Canada	Central	Railway	developed	a	new	line	in	1870	running	from	Lebreton	
Flats	westwards	to	Carleton	Place.		This	line	ran	just	north	of	what	is	now	Scott	
Street,	and	would	later	become	a	part	of	the	Canadian	Pacific	railway	system.		After	
the	line	was	removed	the	right	of	way	evolved	into	the	western	extension	of	
Ottawa’s	transitway	(and	now	the	LRT	route)	and	parts	of	the	Western	Parkway.			
	
The	Grand	Trunk	Railway	developed	a	third	line	through	the	area	in	1893.		It	ran	
west	from	a	junction	near	the	Canal	and	the	Lees	Avenue/Pretoria	Bridge	area	and	
would	later	become	a	portion	of	the	Canadian	National	Railway’s	mainline	from	
Montreal	to	Vancouver.	The	line	was	gradually	abandoned	in	the	late	1950s	and	
early	1960s	and	would	then	be	redeveloped	as	the	Queensway	–	allowing	Ottawa	to	
develop	a	major	east-west	highway	route	through	the	city	without	the	
expropriations	and	citizen	protests	that	stopped	many	other	cities	from	securing	
this	kind	of	mid-town	freeway	route.	
	
All	of	this	activity	helped	encourage	the	City	of	Ottawa	to	reconsider	its	boundaries	
and	in	1889	the	City	mounted	a	successful	campaign	to	annex	much	of	the	new	
suburban	development	on	the	south	and	west	fringes	of	the	original	city.		The	City	
expanded	south	to	Dow’s	Lake	and	west	to	what	is	now	the	Preston	Street	area.		
Hintonburg,	Mechanicsville,	Ottawa	East,	Ottawa	South	and	a	new	area	that	the	
Sparks	family	was	trying	to	promote	as	the	Bayswater	district	all	remained	outside	
the	city	limits,	but	residents	in	these	areas	were	eager	to	get	access	to	city	services,	
especially	transportation.	
	
When	the	rural	dominated	council	of	Nepean	Township	refused	permission	for	a	
streetcar	line	on	Richmond	Road	in	1892,	in	part	because	it	would	interfere	with	
farmers	bringing	livestock	and	produce	in	to	market	in	Ottawa,	residents	of	
Hintonburg	petitioned	to	become	a	separate	village.		As	a	village,	Hintonburg	could	
grant	the	newly	created	Ottawa	Electric	Railway	(OER)	Company	rights	to	run	a	line	
into	their	jurisdiction.	Hintonburg	was	incorporated	as	a	village	in	1893	and	the	
OER	responded	by	extending	streetcar	lines	into	the	area	along	what	is	now	
Wellington	Avenue.		In	addition,	the	OER	worked	with	local	developers,	such	as	the	
syndicate	led	by	Andrew	Holland	and	known	as	the	Ottawa	Land	Association,	to	
promote	new	residential	development	along	its	lines.			
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The	OER	developed	new	streetcars	lines	along	Elgin,	Bank	and	Wellington,	but	was	
also	interested	in	building	a	line	out	to	the	Experimental	Farm	via	Hintonburg.		This	
area	was	still	largely	agricultural	in	1895	when	the	Ottawa	Land	Association	laid	out	
lots	in	a	new	subdivision	stretching	from	what	is	now	Carling	Avenue	to	Scott	and	
between	Parkdale	and	Harmer.		The	main	street	in	the	new	development	was	
intended	to	be	Holland	Avenue	along	which	a	streetcar	line	would	run	to	the	
Experimental	Farm.		The	centrepiece	of	the	new	development	was	a	new	park	
developed	on	land	set	aside	by	the	developers	and	managed	by	the	OER	called	the	
West	End	Park.	It	was	located	between	Faraday	and	Ruskin	Streets	from	Hinton	to	
Harmer	Avenue,	straddling	the	streetcar	line	on	Holland.		
	
The	park	was	officially	opened	on	30	April	1896	and	boasted,	among	other	
amenities,	a	concert	pavilion,	picnic	and	baseball	areas,	refreshment	booths,	and	arc	
lamps	to	light	the	park	at	night.		It	hosted	band	concerts	and	other	performances	
and,	as	a	bit	of	a	historical	footnote,	it	was	the	site	of	one	the	first	two	commercial	
motion	picture	projections	in	Canada.		Holland	had	business	connections	with	
Thomas	Alva	Edison	and	he	arranged	a	demonstration	of	the	Edison	Company’s	
Vitascope	projection	system	in	the	park	on	a	makeshift	screen	on	21	July	1896.		The	
Ottawa	Journal	reported	at	the	time	that:	“Railway	trains	in	motion,	the	falls	of	
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Niagara,	incoming	ocean	vessels,	the	ocean	surf	breaking	on	the	shores,	etc.,	are	
thrown	upon	the	canvas	with	a	distinct	realism.”			
	

	
	
The	park	eventually	fell	from	favour	when	the	Hull	Electric	Company	developed	a	
competitor,	Luna	Park,	in	Aylmer	and	the	developers	tried	unsuccessfully	to	sell	the	
park	to	the	City’s	Park	Commission.		The	OER	then	put	most	of	its	efforts	into	
promoting	a	new	park	at	Britannia	Beach	in	the	early	1900s,	and	the	former	West	
End	Park	lands	were	sub-divided	for	sale	as	lots.		
	
With	good	streetcar	access	to	downtown	Ottawa	and	the	industrial	sites	along	the	
river	at	the	Chaudiere	and	Little	Chaudiere	Falls,	development	increased	in	the	west	
end	and	Ottawa	began	another	series	of	annexations	just	prior	to	World	War	I.		
Rideauville	and	Ottawa	South	were	annexed	in	1905	and	1907	respectively.	Ottawa	
East,	the	old	Village	of	Hintonburg	and	an	area	known	as	Bayswater	were	also	
annexed	in	1907.	Mechanicsville	was	annexed	in	1911.			
	
The	original	Bayswater	annexation	only	included	the	area	between	Carling	Avenue	
and	the	Grand	Trunk	Railway	line	(now	Queensway)	west	to	Holland.		A	small	parcel	
of	land	bounded	by	Carling	to	the	south,	the	railway	to	the	north	and	lying	between	
Holland	and	a	line	running	roughly	from	the	current	Western	Avenue	and	junction	
of	Island	Park	Drive	and	Merivale	Road	(just	east	of	what	is	now	Hampton	Park)	was	
then	also	incorporated	into	the	city	as	the	Bayswater	Annex	in	1909.	This	area	
included	what	would	later	become	the	western	end	of	Ruskin	Street.		
	
A	world	wide	depression	and	collapse	of	real	estate	prices	just	prior	to	World	War	I,	
followed	by	the	war	itself,	stopped	most	development	of	new	subdivisions	in	Ottawa	
for	some	years,	but	in	1922	the	Ottawa	Land	Association	filed	a	subdivision	plan	for	
a	large	portion	of	the	old	Bayswater	and	Bayswater	Annex	areas.		This	plan,	
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numbered	169018,	laid	out	a	neighbourhood	that	would	have	looked	similar	to	the	
current	street	and	laneway	patterns,	but	with	some	significant	changes.		There	is	an	
extensive	planned	residential	development	around	the	Royal	Ottawa	Hospital	site	
and	towards	what	is	now	the	Westgate	Shopping	Centre.		For	example,	the	pathway	
between	the	houses	on	Island	Park	Drive	and	the	Royal	Ottawa	Hospital	grounds		
seems	to	be	what	remains	of	either	a	laneway	or	the	planned	Lady	Grey	Street.3	.	
	
This	new	plan	reflects	a	new	interest	in	the	development	potential	of	this	area	in	the	
1920s	and	1930s.	Two	factors	helped	to	spur	this	new	interest	–	construction	of	two	
hospitals	along	Carling	Avenue	and	development	of	Island	Park	Drive	as	part	of	a	
broader	plan	to	beautify	Ottawa	as	Canada’s	National	Capital.	
	
The	first	hospital	in	the	area	was	established	in	1910	as	the	Lady	Grey	Sanitarium.		
It	was	located	on	a	heavily	wooded	block	of	land	on	Carling	Avenue	a	few	minutes	
walk	west	of	the	Holland	streetcar	-	ideal	for	a	tuberculosis	treatment	centre.		
Gradually	new	programs	in	occupational	therapy	and	other	areas	were	added	but	it	
was	not	until	the	1970s	that	the	last	tuberculosis	wards	were	closed	the	hospital	
took	on	its	current	role	as	the	Royal	Ottawa	Mental	Health	Centre.	
	
The	second	hospital	in	the	area	gave	its	name	to	the	neighbourhood.		In	1924	the	
Civic	Hospital	was	created	by	amalgamating	three	older	hospitals:	the	Protestant	
General	Hospital	established	in	1849,	the	Ottawa	Maternity	Hospital	established	in	
1894	and	St.	Luke’s	General	Hospital	established	in	1898.		The	new	500	bed	facility	
was	source	of	great	civic	pride	and	reflected	a	desire	to	coordinate	and	rationalize	
hospital	services	following	the	influenza	epidemic	of	1918-19.		In	1998	the	Civic	
Hospital	would	be	reorganized	yet	again	into	the	Civic	Hospital	Campus	of	the	
Ottawa	Hospital	during	another	period	of	rationalization	and	centralization	of	
public	services.	
	
The	final	factor	in	shaping	the	development	of	the	neighbourhood	was	the	
establishment	of	the	Ottawa	Improvement	Commission	and	its	support	for	a	plan	for	
a	scenic	driveway	from	the	Experimental	Farm	to	a	proposed	bridge	to	Aylmer	and	
park	on	islands	in	the	Ottawa	River.	In	1893	Sir	Wilfrid	Laurier	announced	a	desire	
to	make	Ottawa	a	“Washington	of	the	North,”	but	little	came	of	this	fine	sentiment	
except	for	the	creation	in	1899	of	the	Ottawa	Improvement	Commission.4		With	a	
limited	budget	and	jurisdiction	the	Commission	had	only	a	modest	impact	at	first,	
but	City	of	Ottawa	officials	would	later	suggest	a	much	more	ambitious	role	for	the	
federal	government	in	city	development.		In	1918	a	city	planning	report	suggested	
																																																								
3	Land	Titles	Office,	Subdivision	Plan	169018.	
4	The	Ottawa	Improvement	Commission	would	eventually	evolve	into	the	National	
Capital	Commission	which	manages	Island	park	Drive	and	the	associated	ribbon	of	
parkland	connecting	the	Experimental	Farm	with	the	Western	Parkway	and	the	
bridge	to	Aylmer/Gatineau.		Relations	between	the	City	of	Ottawa	and	the	OIC,	and	
later	NCC,	have	been	contentious	on	occasion	and	subject	sometimes	to	conflict	over	
planning	and	other	matters	of	jurisdiction.	
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that	“If	Canada	is	to	be	a	great	nation	the	capital	of	Canada	must	in	dignity	and	
beauty	be	made	worthy	of	a	great	people.”5		One	project	to	that	end	was	the	
construction	of	several	scenic	driveways	by	the	Ottawa	Improvement	Commission,	
including	what	became	known	as	Island	Park	Drive.		

	
In	1921	the	Commission	agreed	to	extend	the	Island	Park	Driveway	through	
Hampton	Park	with	various	restrictions	on	the	type	and	size	of	housing	that	could	
be	built	on	the	Driveway.		Private	residences	would	have	to	be	worth	at	least	$4000,	
have	a	minimum	25	foot	setback,	and	all	water,	power	and	other	services	would	
have	to	be	located	in	lanes.	The	OIC	reserved	the	right	to	approve	all	exterior	
building	designs	in	order	to	further	assure	the	architectural	appeal	of	residential	
housing.	6	Clearly	the	plan	was	to	turn	Island	Park	Drive	and	neighbouring	streets	
into	an	area	for	wealthy	and	middle-class	Ottawans.	.		
	

																																																								
5	Cited	in	John	Taylor,	p.	148	
6	Elliott,	p.222-23	
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So	by	1930	all	of	the	main	elements	defining	the	Civic	Hospital	area	were	in	place	–	
the	Experimental	Farm	and	hospitals	on	the	south	boundary	along	Carling	Avenue,	
the	northern	boundary	defined	by	the	Grand	Trunk/Canadian	National	Railway	line,	
a	western	boundary	of	Island	Park	Drive	and	an	eastern	boundary	along	the	old	St.	
Lawrence	and	Ottawa	Railway	line.		All	that	remained	was	to	fill	the	area	with	
housing.		As	the	1930	Might	Directory	for	Ottawa	noted,	Ruskin	Street	was	in	place	
but	had	no	houses	built	on	it.7	
	
However,	by	1931	there	were	31	houses	built	on	and	around	Island	Park	Drive.	
Most	had	been	built	for	“senior	bureaucrats,	executives	and	members	of	the	
Brennan	family”	–	the	owners	of	the	land	being	developed	as	Hampton	Park.8		
Adjacent	to	this	development,	the	Ottawa	Land	Association	applied	to	the	City	of	
Ottawa	for	planning	approval	for	revisions	to	portions	of	its	original	1922	plan.	
	
This	revised	plan	was	approved	in	1932.		Section	1	of	plan	207509	covers	the	
triangle	of	land	between	Harmer	Avenue,	Island	Park	and	the	railway	line.	It	is	very	
similar	to	the	current	layout	of	the	area,	although	some	lots	along	the	former	Diana	
Street	behind	Ruskin	and	Fairfax	seem	not	to	have	been	developed.		This	plan	was	
revised	slightly	in	1940	for	the	area	from	Fairfax	west	when	construction	of	houses	
actually	began.		This	new	plan	involved	some	minor	adjustment	of	lot	lines	in	order	
to	align	them	with	the	street	system	and	a	change	in	the	route	of	Byng	Drive,	which	
now	exists	only	to	give	access	to	Kitchissippi	Church.		Some	lot	sizes	and	shapes	
were	adjusted	as	well.		This	revised	subdivision	plan	–	220358	–	is	the	current	plan	
in	place	for	the	neighbourhood.	
	
The	lot	and	design	limitations	placed	on	new	residential	housing	on	Island	Park	
Drive	were	clearly	intended	to	encourage	the	development	of	a	homogeneously	
middle	and	upper	middle-class	suburb	in	the	Bayswater	Annex	area.	The	revised	
subdivision	plans	of	the	Ottawa	Land	Association	reinforced	this	tendency.		Census	
data	from	1941	indicates	that	family	income	in	the	entire	Civic	Hospital	area	
averaged	over	$1750	per	year	-	nearly	double	the	family	income	in	less	affluent	
areas	such	as	parts	of	Lower	and	Centretown	and	Mechanicsville/	Lebreton	Flats.		
Higher	than	average	disposable	incomes	also	encouraged	commercial	development	
and	the	area	became	home	to	Ottawa’s	first	suburban	shopping	mall	–	Westgate	–	in	
1954.		This	added	further	appeal	to	the	area	for	post	war	families	by	improving	
access	to	shopping	and	other	services	locally.	
	
	History	of	158	Ruskin	Street	
	
The	first	owners	of	the	house	at	158	Ruskin	Street	were	John	Gordon	Lefebvre	and	
his	wife	Dorothy.		In	April	1940	they	acquired	the	house	with	a	mortgage	of	$4000	

																																																								
7	Might	Directory,	City	of	Ottawa,	1930.	
8	Elliott,	p.224.	
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and	secondary	payment	of	$300.00	to	the	Ottawa	Land	Association	Limited.		The	
Lefebvres	had	previously	lived	at	92	Iona	so	the	move	was	not	a	long	one	for	them.	
	
Gordon	Lefebvre	was	43	when	he	acquired	the	house.		The	1901	census	reveals	that	
he	was	born	on	3	September	1896,	and	he	was	living	in	Montreal	in	the	St.	Antoine	
District	at	that	time.	His	family	situation	is	of	some	modest	interest.		In	1901	the	
head	of	the	household	is	listed	as	Mrs.	Toussaint	Zotique	Lefebvre	(nee	Mina	
Delvina	Morais).		Mrs.	Lefebvre	was	born	in	Illinois	in	1859	and	the	1870	Illinois	
census	suggests	she	was	working	as	a	servant	in	the	household	of	a	minister,	
Charles	Chiniquy.9		She	relocated	to	Montreal	with	the	Chiniquy	family,	and	met	and	
married	Toussaint	Zotique	Lefebvre	in	1876	in	Montreal.		Zotique	Lefebvre	was	also	
a	minister	in	the	Presbyterian	Church,	making	the	Lefebvre	family	part	of	a	rather	
small	and	unusual	group	of	French-speaking,	Quebecois	Presbyterians.		Toussaint	
Zotique	Lefebvre	appears	to	have	served	a	Presbyterian	minister	in	Montreal	and	
Quebec	City,	but	1901	he	is	not	listed	as	living	with	his	family.		He	died	in	1904.	
	
John	Gordon	Lefebvre’s	1915	World	War	I	attestation	papers	record	his	address	as	
101	Hutchinson	Street,	Montreal	and	his	next	of	kin	as	his	mother.		He	is	listed	as	a	
student	studying	(Agri)	–	presumably	Agriculture,	though	where	he	was	studying	is	
not	made	clear.10			He	is	also	listed	as	standing	5	feet	5	inches	tall,	with	a	fair	
complexion	and	brown	eyes	and	hair.		He	was	also	declared	medically	fit	for	service.		
His	service	record	also	indicates	that	he	would	eventually	reach	the	rank	of	Sergeant	
before	leaving	active	service.	
	
After	the	war,	Lefebvre	returned	to	MacDonald	College,	the	agriculture	school	for	
McGill	University,	and	graduated	with	a	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Agriculture	(BSA)	
degree	in	1923.	He	then	found	work	in	Ottawa	with	the	Department	of	Agriculture.	
Government	directories	from	the	1930s	list	Lefebvre	as	an	employee	of	the	
																																																								
9	The	Reverend	Charles	Chiniquy	was	one	of	Canada’s	most	interesting	–	and	
controversial	–	religious	figures.		He	was	originally	ordained	as	a	Catholic	priest,	and	
achieved	some	fame	in	Quebec	as	a	flamboyant	preacher	and	temperance	advocate.		
However,	he	clashed	with	several	prominent	church	leaders	and	later	relocated	to	
Illinois	to	serve	a	large	Francophone	community	living	near	what	is	now	Chicago	in	
the	Kankakee	area.	There	he	also	clashed	with	church	officials	and	subsequently	
converted	to	the	Presbyterian	Church,	along	with	most	of	his	parishioners.		He	later	
returned	to	Quebec	with	his	family	and	became	a	vocal	critic	of	the	Catholic	Church	
in	Quebec.		He	was	also	the	author	of	several	popular	books	on	religious	subjects,	
most	highly	critical	of	the	Roman	Catholic	Church..		Many	of	Chiniquy’s	papers	and	
published	works	are	held	by	McGill	University	and	he	is	the	subject	of	an	extensive	
biography	by	Yves	Roby,	“CHINIQUY,	CHARLES,”	in	Dictionary	of	Canadian	
Biography,	vol.	12,	University	of	Toronto/Université	Laval,	2003.	
10	He	is	listed,	however,	in	other	sources	as	one	of	the	many	McGill	students	who	left	
their	studies	and	enlisted	in	the	Canadian	Armed	Forces	in	the	first	months	of	World	
War	I.		McGill	records	suggest	he	attended	the	university	as	an	Agriculture	student	
from	1914	to	1915.	
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Department	of	Agriculture	in	the	Poultry	and	Livestock	Division.	He	worked	at	the	
Experimental	Farm	as	a	fieldman	before	rising	to	the	position	of	Associate	Chief	of	
Swine	in	the	mid	1950s.		At	the	time	of	his	death	in	1959,	he	worked	as	the	Chief	of	
Advanced	Registry,	Division	of	Swine,	in	that	department.		Bibliographies	of	
departmental	publications	suggest	that	he	was	the	author	or	co-author	of	several	
papers,	though	more	of	an	administrative	than	scientific	nature.		He	was	also	very	
active	in	national	agricultural	organizations.11	
	
After	his	death	from	a	heart	seizure	on	6	November	1959	at	home,	sole	ownership	
of	the	house	passed	to	his	widow,	Dorothy	Emma	(nee	Buzzell).12		In	early	1960	the	
mortgage	was	cleared	and	there	is	an	entry	on	the	land	register	for	the	property	on	
January	7	1960	indicating	that	succession	duty	was	paid	to	the	Treasurer	of	Ontario.		
His	widow	Dorothy	continued	to	occupy	the	house	until	February	1962,	when	the	
house	was	acquired	by	Stephen	H.	Shomody	(or	Somogyi).		Dr.	Shomody	was	an	
ophthalmologist	with	a	practice	located	at	#207		276	Elgin	Street.	
	
Dr.	Shomody	lived	only	briefly	in	the	house	which	was	then	sold	to	Peter	W.	J.	and	
Mary	Thelma	O’Connor	in	1964	with	Dorothy	Lefebvre	continuing	to	hold	the	
mortgage	on	the	property	until	1972.		Peter	O’Connor	listed	his	profession	as	
“Investment	Councillor”	and	the	family	continued	to	occupy	the	house	until	the	
1990s.		Subsequent	owners	of	the	house	include	Todd	and	Jennifer	Tackaberry	and	
Deborah	Welch	and	Michael	Payne.	
	
	

																																																								
11	See	Ottawa	Citizen,	7	November	1959,	“Agriculture	Official	Dies	at	63,”	p.	7.	
12	Ibid.	The	obituary	also	indicates	that	the	Lefebvres	had	two	children	–	a	son	John,	
then	still	living	in	Ottawa,	and	a	daughter	Joan	de	Guerre	of	Toronto.		It	also	reveals	
that	Lefebvre	was	no	longer	a	practicing	Presbyterian	but	rather	was	a	parishioner	
of	St.	Mathias	Anglican	Church	at	the	time	of	his	death.		The	obituary	spells	her	name	
as	Duzzell,	but	their	wedding	license	indicates	that	Mrs.	Lefebvre’s	maiden	name	
was	Buzzell.		Her	family	lived	in	Montreal	and	later	St.	Paul	de	Abbottsford,	in	the	
Eastern	Townships,	where	Gordon	Lefebvre	was	buried.	They	probably	met	at	
Macdonald	College,	where	student	records	suggest	they	both	were	students	at	the	
end	of	World	War	One.		
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Architectural	Description	and	Analysis	
	
As	outlined	above,	the	neighbourhood	subdivision	plan	for	Ruskin,	Fairfax,	Island	
Park	Drive	and	Byng	Drive	continued	to	evolve	between	1922	and	the	early	1940s.	
The	remarkable	thing	about	this	area	of	Ottawa	however	is	the	degree	to	which	
almost	all	of	the	housing	reflects	a	very	specific	time	and	style	of	housing.		From	
Holland	west	to	Island	Park	virtually	all	of	the	housing	was	built	in	a	single	decade	
from	about	1931	to	1941.	The	result	is	a	surprisingly	coherent	architectural	feel	to	
the	area.		The	houses	were	designed	to	be	modern	without	being	modernist.	The	
houses	generally	incorporated	the	newest	of	housing	features	such	as	central	
heating	(either	forced	air	or	radiant),	a	full	range	of	civic	services	including	water	
and	power,	and	laneways	to	bring	services	to	the	houses.	The	overall	idea	was	to	
make	the	houses	function	efficiently	as	residences	for	families	without	necessarily	
invoking	the	architectural	design	vocabulary	of	modernism.	
	
A	number	of	very	specific	house	patterns	are	repeated	across	the	area	-	usually	with	
different	exterior	design	elements.	It	appears	home	buyers	in	this	area	were	able	to	
choose	from	a	number	of	more	or	less	standardized	floor	plans	but	either	
purchasers	or	the	builders	varied	these	plans	to	suit	individual	tastes	by	altering	the	
exterior	detailing	and	design	references	for	each	house.	
	
The	house	at	158	Ruskin	Street	is	based	on	a	very	common	vernacular	housing	
pattern	used	throughout	North	America	in	the	1930s	and	early	1940s.		The	pattern	
is	a	scaled	down	variation	of	the	four	square	house,	without	the	front	attic	dormer	
found	on	the	more	classic	version	of	that	style	of	house.		Dozens	of	similar	house	
plans	can	be	found	in	standard	builder’s	pattern	books	from	the	1930s	and	kit	
houses	of	a	similar	type	could	be	purchased	from	Sears	and	other	suppliers.		
	
The	house	is	square,	two	storeys	and	has	a	hipped	roof	–	all	features	of	the	four	
square	house.	The	front	entrance	is	located	on	one	side	of	the	street	façade.		Inside	
the	first	floor	is	divided	into	a	small	vestibule	and	entry	hall	with	a	living	room	
running	along	the	front	of	the	house	and	a	dining	room	and	kitchen	at	the	back	of	
the	house.		A	small	bay	window	adds	a	little	design	flourish	to	the	dining	room	and	it	
has	now	been	modified	to	provide	access	to	a	rear	deck	area.		Upstairs	the	original	
house	featured	two	larger	and	one	small	bedroom	and	a	bathroom.		It	is	essentially	a	
four	over	four	house	plan	and	has	not	been	modified	to	any	substantial	degree	on	
the	interior.		The	basement	would	have	been	unfinished	originally	but	has	been	
redeveloped	to	incorporate	a	mechanical	and	laundry/storage	area,	a	second	
bathroom	and	recreation	room	–	all	very	typical	house	renovations	from	the	1950s	
onwards.	
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Sears	House	Plan	–	The	Gladstone	
	
	
The	exterior	finish	of	the	house	however	differentiates	it	from	many	others	in	the	
neighbourhood,	which	use	stone,	brick	and	other	façade	elements	as	stylistic	
references.	Many	houses	in	the	area	copy	elements	of	British	cottage,	Cape	Cod	or	
Tudor	Revival	designs.	There	are	also	houses	designed	to	resemble	Quebecois	
farmhouses	and	few	almost	baronial	houses	with	leaded	glass	and	turrets.		Most	of	
these	houses	then	are	consciously	anachronistic	in	design	and	were	finished	to	
evoke	associations	with	housing	styles	imported	from	elsewhere.		The	house	at	158	
Ruskin	is	finished	on	the	exterior	in	stucco,	which	gives	the	house	a	more	modern	
appearance	than	other	houses	of	the	same	general	pattern	found	in	the	area	but	
finished	in	brick	or	with	faux	stone	detailing.		The	general	exterior	appearance	is	
spare	and	relatively	unadorned,	although	the	front	door	is	outlined	by	pilasters	and	
has	a	small	pediment	as	details.		The	window	openings	are	marked	out	with	faux	
shutters	as	well.	The	overall	effect	is	a	Georgian	revival	take	on	the	four	square	
house,	although	not	slavishly	symmetrical	or	particularly	closely	tied	to	any	larger	
architectural	style	aside	from	practical	builder’s	vernacular.	
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Floor	Plan	of	the	Gladstone	–	with	minor	variations	158	Ruskin	is	essentially	the	same	
as	Plan	3315-B	without	the	porch.	
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Appendix	A	–	Ruskin	Street	Plans	from	1922	
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